and present some very effective examples; my particular favorites were the examples in the chapter on food availability. The chapter on sexual selection was daringly speculative yet cast appropriately in the end, thus providing a useful overview of a nascent field.
In summary, this book has both high highs and low lows. The challenge of assembling a book-format summary of such a fast-evolving field is not trivial, and the editors are much to be congratulated for taking up this challenge. The book succeeds in providing an effective overview of the consequences of climate change and the state of knowledge across a suite of quite diverse fields, yet it comes up short in presenting methods effectively and accessibly so as to encourage others to apply them. It is simultaneously more specific and applicable yet less comprehensive and authoritative than the previous major review in the field (T. E. Lovejoy and L. Hannah, eds., 2005, Climate Change and Biodiversity, Yale University Press, New Haven, CT). The price is a bit hefty for a relatively slender volume, though I suspect at least that many institutions will choose to purchase it.-A. TOWNSEND PETERSON, Biodiversity Institute, University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS 66045. E-mail: town@ku.edu. Thor Hanson, a field biologist who is already an awardwinning nature writer, has now written a scholarly and enjoyable book for the lay reader on all aspects of feathers. (We have to excuse him for his unfortunate choice of a subtitle-by definition, evolution is natural, but miracles are not-and take it to imply only that feathers are a source of fascination and mystery as well as of historical and scientific interest.) The reason that the book merits review in the Condor is that Hanson has worked hard to summarize the science behind our current understanding of the form and function of feathers, their development, and their evolution. He contacted leading researchers and he covered all the aspects of feathers treated by Frank Gill in his authoritative textbook. Here he mixes that summary with interesting accounts of his own field experiences, such as observing feeding vultures in Africa, studying the winter ecology of kinglets in Maine, spotting birds of paradise in Australia, and retrieving a lost murre in his home state of Washington. He also describes various small experiments with birds and adds information from
